Evaluation of a competitive antibody enzyme immunoassay for specific diagnosis of Chagas' disease.
A competitive enzyme immunoassay based on the use of a monoclonal antibody (MAb) specific for "component 5" of Trypanosoma cruzi was evaluated. The antigenicity and immunogenicity of this component has been observed in natural and experimental infections. The studies were conducted in an area of Bolivia where mixed infections with Leishmania braziliensis are frequent and present a problem in the accurate diagnosis of T. cruzi infections. The specificity and sensitivity of this assay as compared to the indirect immunofluorescence and ELISA tests were demonstrated. The present test has proved to be more specific than the immunofluorescence and ELISA tests.